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Dit; OF WORK IN ALASKA 


, nov 18 1959: 
nnual N arrative Report = Gambell, Alask t 


This report will only be from July since I did n ot arrive on the 
field until then, oa 


I. The Church; 

T feel that much credit shovld go to the officers and congregation 
for the splendid way in which they held together the activities of the church 
during the five months they were without a pastor. They have learned much 
from this experience as to their own ability to carry on the work of the church. 


Also, they have learned that trained leadership is necessary. 


The continued building of the new church progressed to some extent 
de this summer on the outside, Since no lumber was left by the North Star for the 
aw church this year the new floor can not be put in until next year. However, 

ze work will go on in the manse section. As usual most of the work has been done 

S¥ by a few loyal workers. 


The young people continue to present a problem. There is not much_ 
/ for them to do,” and yet they do not seem willing or able to stick to anything. 
. ‘they start. On their own accord they started a Parish House Coffee Shop which 
. they held for several hours for about a month. This gave the girls something? 
to do in making the pies and cakes. The boys hauled water and set up the 
tables. However, that is all over and I haven't heard any mention of it for 
over a month. A weekly game night was started but no one has SRQWNs UD for 
' ° several weeks. Some aré interested in singing but do not attendgregularly. 
Then there is the added problem of drinking which has been worse but still 
shows signs of vitality. A number of the strongest and ablest supporters 
of the young people's program are addicted pretty badly. Real education is 
needed here to bring this problem into its true light, so that these young 
people can see what they are doing to themselves and their families. My best 
strategy so far has been to keep my eyes and ears open, and let it be known 
that I have not missed as much as the people might have wished, 


rasan may 


II. _the Community: 
A real change has come upon the town of Gambell this summer which will 
have far reaching effects on the community and the church, 


; The army base was.abandoned in Au st and the air force installation 

was clotd up for the winter ia eratentortt Tos most far reaching résults Will he 
From the closing of the army base, though. For about five years these people \ 
have lived off the fat of the army, so to speak. The army spent a tremendous \ 
amount of money in the village for ivory carvings, skin sewings and services . 
rendered. They, also, gave great quantities of food to the people. In the 
third place they provided for a great store of entertainment. Now all is gone, 
The, drop in income has not yet begun to show up. However, there are indications 
of,in a slight drop in the price of ivory and skin sewing. By another year I 
\ am sure that this situation will b-e acute unless something comes along to help 
be I an sure that this economy change will be felt in the giving to the 


seal 


church. | 
The loss of the -Will.help the moral condition of our young people . 
I am sure. I think that yesterday See thé Last of the "army babies" born to ! 
one of our girls. Both my wife and I have remarked that iit seems much better” | 
to see Eskimo boys and girls together again instead of always seeing the girls . 
with the army fellows and boys on the outside, The village has been helped to | 
the extent of installing one of the left over army generators. The whole village j 

ee eames) 


. 
A 


f 


now has electric power at night. Many people own electrical appliances and 
havé not been using them b 


' feel that the wi 
em becaghe of the lack of power, I 
drawal of the army may speed up the emigration from the Island. Recently an 


outsider who has beén Céning to the-Tsland-for-three or four years remarked 


that he has mexe heard more talk about people leaving this year than ever 
before. 


In all of this change it is hoped that everyone will find in the church 
a stable element of comfort, encouragement and advice, 


Sincerely in his service, 


Jot han 0. Frecnel, 


Arthur E. French 


REV. ARTHUR E. FRENCH 
PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
St. Lawrence Island 
Gambell, Alaska 
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I, Report fae 


Observers Seeing Haines from the outside have nade the ¢ 
MEET RETIN , 
Kah 


frequently that Haines ie: on thes china of. a ‘tremendous boom. ‘Recent, news 
Seckrretcasainetis cain aR MOS ean: 


reports indicate that development aT come ain sone of the following Fel 


a) TbrQuah. development, of Haines as a shipping and transportation center. 


aide ey 


This foe Wear. on the cards for years, with ihe construction. of the: nighway Bs Wie: 
years ago, the build ng of the government Jock ant pipeline stations, and 
the improvements to the Port Chilkoot dock and the territorial | ferry system. 
Last week's news Feat ured the report of a governnent, commission ‘that ae 


‘ 
SNE ne ee ai eaten 


Haines Highway should be paved Soon, and that eventually rail, voanections - pee : 
f ete nna shits IE cpl ALAA LEE . we. vgs 


hat 
to Canada and the States as welll ae interior Als ska soould ibe extended to Shaping 
Haines, Comment: Like the annual repor ts that tks year ‘ne Hi ba ee a4 
a NOT i eameranrirms AAS SG eo. ape cae x : 
be maintained threughout the winter, mh Fie ever: bavoanee These. ere. 2 Die Saas . 
TN rN RRR TMU ns wcrc Din hg NaS ae ‘ SA ee) , 
shag 14 ie & ) UN ie es 
promises, and:if realized will make Hashes a pros psrous: and fastgrowing - Wet So 
| Tp } | Ais (said praedir a ae 
metropolis, but a community cannot sup: ore. steel on paises! This year, ye i 


: t= 


3. despite sks a ih traffic activity, in the _sumner, no noticesble economic. 


advancement has come ‘to Haines; 


~b). Through development of mining tiooneeten ain the pavberiand’ Most specif. 
call Der et nT Sn “meme tT TC " 


oa eee, this Bere. centers in ene iron mining at Klukwan, which is ‘reported saan 


Seenmenenennenenianiaeemmmemnenmanemnall i %. 
to be on ‘the verge ‘of full-seale Pee re Full operation would Anvolve- 


among other vga construction of a mine pallvay fron 1 Khulewan to ‘the > port, 0 


eee 
hy 


Heaton of te saount of concrete, reath 


Pe not ag cannot discover aS, properties : are changing hands even. aeteety. 


ef : ‘ ae 
j ik KGS heen bd 
Pele es iearhond CEN: +) 
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On the other: side of ‘he picture, too, there was a. 2 very pe val 


Salmon catch, Fall: fishing was goody and some faatlies recovered losses on Natit 


a Te | Aenean, earns ete 


20, Out: the over-all picture of incone ‘tron what used to be the main source 


¥, 


Vocus is” not Sak sen Lael Bho This ae ie ead year ‘of pond Agere oP 
eee AANA MIO a1 ait sa OUR pave Nhe fone 


mich’ is berincted in the” general prosperity level of ‘the community. Sales 


REET MO lettin: cone aatenesate Rn atin nae teaenaeutane “Was a ee enelbill ‘ 


in Local businesses: have been a a Bows Sa considerably below even last <e 


‘hinge and far below the level of three and four years ago. aw aga 


‘the saan major Incone-producer for: the area, constructions ‘ 


has not Geen: an active field at all this year,. Two minor Jobs, contracting 
RAAT 


pecan aie, 


1 BENE ect Hee atl seen RE TARE NN: 


ne 1985 than i300, 000 total, were all conte were going this “summer. The 


A munber ie fonbies sare ta 


patty 0 one. 


tee 


at, Population. 


Only minor changes in population have occurred this year, 
however, she upward moving of the wave of postwar births has increased the 
heen A TCL I, 
na aarti thr het ammarthiinrteteai iret" "PR ENA ARE tee eS 


school population to about t 250, woich makes the high school the largest in 


i 0 PS OTL LN EEN AN a LUNAS) OME IE A 
ee 


Haines' history, This next year's graduating class will be the last class 


of less than 10 for as far ahead as we can see. In two years, the high school 


( 
} 


home room shovld number nearly 100. 


This reaffirms the large proportion of youth in Haines. I 
TEE eal 


~ SNE er ae kee ER, pps =e 


tamara bose 


believe that with the receding tide of boom population, the proportion of 
Juvenile to adult is considerably over a half. Our church congregation is 
a congregation of children and young people in large proportion, This is 
to say, the figures look large in the attendance records, but considerably 
smaller on the treasurer's books. 

Technically, I suppose the church can no longer be called 


bieracial, since the popit apion balance of “aines is so preponderantly white, 


oe SRE RS CN Se pet SLE RR ALINE AROS RAR TS IR eer 


Haines House excepted, the proportion of natives in town is well under 10%, 


a eI ot et Rotor ass, 


though the church attendance and membership figures have native people in 
nacanpanictltst  OELALE ELE RLM ARO Biceacen menace 2 ste is ETH 


much higher proprtion, perhaps 15%, but who counts any more? Integration is 


PR PORE TORE OTE VISE 


relatively good, and I can report that a higher proportion of native families 
a en 


are regular church-goers at the present moment than during my experience so 


far here, 


III. Church program 


ST tes 54h GAIT RET i orgy 


Ths statistical figures present a picture that is encouraging 


for the future, Average Sunday morning attendance has increased as follows: 


| 
i 


1952 (6 mo.) | 78 

1953 93. 

1954 409 | 
1956 Deegan stay Tua a a 
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‘The indications for 1957 average sricniegt would eine the c figure to 3 
a near daubi’ ae in 5 years, 
MR ee a. oe on au RNIN 


Church membership took a sharp upswing this year, with oe ‘ahaa of 28 
SBE TRA raanm meant RO TE HN AD, 


nn prea ne a 


members (first. ten months) bringing the total manber ship to 133, a figure that 
ns aieemmmnananlnmall Fr CEREUS CN Ta. 2 


; ne P! > 


demands some poapens as the Session revises the roll at the end of the Pees: ay ApS 
SAR Te 

Final foes ea Bove es eee giving are BAe yet ava lable, bat this year's: of din 

: Being should be -conperable ‘to Last year's Kee ace Fee Hal hea’ last year We Ke 
Pancgyso ete SAN I Soper he OUORMSE ates sry oe _ sialic Tong stoma clieney ame ome ari NaS a ett: i : i : A * 4 
ranked nineteenth among churches of its size in percapita benevolences. — ae: mae 
tai se eT Ne sith TEE STL DUET el ie MEAS A ISSO AO OCIS BET iter WARE RMN Sad aE NE ¢ nee x : a Gs 
Sunda ay “School continues to grow th ough more slowly. A new superintenient, Spica OU 

RPO ct IRRETey aH REMI Fiche ae NNia NRNIE tance cameron attahinnuibionommien nen : 4 Neh 


Tom Poppe necer’ has dade take the summer ala to an end, and total | att rendancce Paste ie 
should ahinmcsd read better than. any year. rae date. For tHe first time, viene 

is a pee high-school age class Sf 2G members! Attendance at the adult’ Rena 
class is large and steady, ae! iu PN Cugea mane ee ae Me ie 


Young psosie! S_work has reached 2 high brat on the eae & gr.Hi aweie: 


\ Nanaia al a so SSeS eerie aah eens ae : 
for the first tine, an active program was | maintained theoughout the summery iy 
and badhon ain with the summer camping program at Rainbow Glacier. ae 
Woments work is. flourishing under the Association plan, with two eiroless G6 wach 
and an association meeting each month. eb) fall wone! 8 Oretted 46 katt eee ica 
and a sincere attempt is made to draw as many women as possible into the NG: 

circles and their activities, he a pe. ae eA aan ce ragga o> 

iy a See Acai 


Church off officers h Haves grown in their Jobe 4 to ‘some extent this year, ‘During ay vate 
“amplaned 1ed absence this fall, they took the ball and carried out the plans tor . 


' the Preaching Kission without me. We have begun the, C. 0. ts -prograin, with 


Pathe dchous arenes ‘response, on thelr fe 


ne Bhd “454, aise -, 
Heat ; ae 


“visltatienoumsorvice. 
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ities in Haines has: made ai unrealistic to sttenpt a biweekly visit. 


avy 


Iv. Other religious groups in commmity | 
erent nnn emmemeeeecuiencr mammal 
‘Competition' of sect groups in the communi ty haw cee steady, oopectelly 


for the small shi dren of Sunday School age. They have not reduced ‘the | 


Church School enrollment or attendance at. the Presbyterian Omura, but they eg 


f 


do account for a number ‘of children. In 1952, five years Bg0,, our. Sunday 
School ministered to eae: 204 ‘reyes available chiiaren: “now the ‘figure 
‘8 hardly over 50%. ee ok. a co temegd eT: a 
The following groups are reported as active in Haines: : aR ier: 8 


4 
#. ty, iy Het s' ; . ay ay ref 
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1) Roman Catholic =| A mission hier with perdodse, (as, ¢ often as nent) visite ae 


"TEE SERRE OBR pecan ates ERTS 


nuns, Not, more than ten families in Haines are Catholic. Fiat ae ak he 


bo) sein opead of fase - An attractive new church-manse building, well located 


in town, Two ministers, both working for a living, comprise the staff. 


‘ iy Soe 


Relations with us are good, end an Haines there is. little open competition, 


ate 


Their pci ah cad is small - e personally tnow of CAL. two regular familics 


though children are picked up by car tle Saniay Schoo. aa a OE, 
3) jadepeadents Fundamentalist. now calling itself the Community Church of 
Cabos 


| eal Salsa ENEE 


Port Chilkoot, “Has a hat hy. Sunday Setioot program, ‘gathers vp quite a few 


of the Port Chin koot children. 1 Their relations with Assenblics ‘of God 


very warm and eles, 


ih! Me yi aera 


| Matsod 2 SO far kD. ) three * fant 


of visits ing 


fig O° R4 
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oD ee Se Od RO Cr cay Ala (OM independent preacher named ih tat with a Sunday 


+ tt VA a Chen a MARA BIDS oe ately thsi TOM bse 


school program in his house, for which he makes a ‘taxi! run picking up 
children, I had thought his connection was with the Rural Evangelistic 
Fellowship, but he has given éther information to other people, and it seems 


likely that he is truly ess athe er Hk hae el sia ar He too workd for a 


ot TE ETERS ENS fey al 


living as a carpenter, and has made a Gabe of loyal family converts, He 

has no inclination to cooperate with any other group, however. 

6) Vaited Pentecostal - in a REE eL Coley across the street from our church. 

wees reer FREER AAI BE IP 

The preacher is a painter by trade, This group is newly establish8d, holds 

regular services, but I do }inot know Whether anyone actually attends, I 

have never seen anyone enter. He has shown signs of begoming the main 

horn-in-the-flesh for the Assembly of God, having attended their services 

to inform them that they are all wrong. 

7) During the year, an active mormon group was for a time extant. With the 
PERT MBM een, K 

departure of their leader, however, the group has disbanded and are scattered 

again among other groups. 

8) There was one Christian Science family which was attempting to influence 

one or two others. They have left, however, 

9) The largest sect following in Haines continue to. be the disciples of 

ET cara a RMT SON CMR Ara a roma yD WI") 
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Bacchus. There are now four bars and one licensed restaurant within the 
Sorsecenr ee ae os 


Retna J EOIN SBME ET 


city limits of Haines, one bar at Port Chilkoot, and two bars ans two licensed 
FcR RIE EEE EER Ea TT EA as its eT IR I ET 


stores in the Haines Highway area between Haines and the border. — 
Lf RAREST RSE NZI 


LASERS 


VY. The Church Properties 


EAE OME LE AOLMEE LEAS LLM TIED Steed h neo ta ae 


we 


No major property repairs or improvements ee been made so far in 19576 Some : 
items will be completed before the end of the year, including the repairs to 
the entrance doors, and the installation of pews purchased from the First 
Presbyterian Church of ous replacement of the kitchen stove bre the ohare, 


| and a new waterheater there. Ttens pepe evs Secaaphen Board for 1957 have oe 


i) 4 " . ie ee 
* atc. . 7 fin ty 7 

: P hie?) vote Lay ae EX 
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my SS 


not been begun, beeause of a lack of cash on hand, and a confusion as to 
how to obtain the appropriations once they have been approved. 

The Church is generally speaking in good shape. The Manse is badly in need 
of a new roof, with major leaks developing now. The oilburner furnajce 

in the manse has suffered major breakdowns twice within theyear, and is 

due for replacement, and soon, The roof cannot wazt, however, and the 


furnace will therefore have to. 


ay 
Wer ; The Community Presbyterian Church aye ae IS57) 


f | \ a P.O. Box 6 
ye ig Hoonah, Alaska 
Arthur A. Johnson, Sr. Novecl,, I957 


Minister 


Rev. JeEarl Jackman, ANNUAL NARATIVE REPORT 

I56 5Sthe Avee N.Y. er en 

At Klawock- 

We held the annual Congregational meeting shortly after New Yeare Along with 
our annual buisness comes the report of the Pastor.For the first time in years 
we were able to report that most of our financial obligations were taken care 
of. The building project is always the main topic. Plans were made to continue 
work on the new church buildings. We did work on it in the springe. The new church 
bell was put in place by the Pastor and one other church member. Doors were put 
up and also the windows on the West side of the buildings. The window and the 
door frame material was cut by the pastor with but a little help from the men 
of the churche 


The Young people's program was carried on along with the Junior Choir and the 
Adylt Choir. Christmas and Easter Cantata were presented. The Sunday school work 
was very good.. Up until two years ago we had difficulity in getting local teachers. 
Since then we did not have any trouble in getting SS teacherseThe World's Day of 
Prayer was observed by the Missionary Society. ; 


The Easter program was perhaps the best we had had during the six years we were theres 


During our stay at Klawock we were able to hold our members intact in spite of the 
all out effort of the Pentecestal and the Seventh Day Adventists. We had never had 
any difficulity with the Salvation Army. They took care of their own buisness and 
we took care of ourse 


The sad part of our experience was that we saw Klawock going down hill gradually. 
In spite of that we did gain some members whom had responded to our plea for the 
support of the churche 


ThesPastor was again instrumental in getting the Young people to attend the Junior 
High Cemp at Rainbow Glacier Camp. 

Aboard the M.V. "Princeton Hall" = 

We left Klawock to serve aboard the M.V. "Princeton Hall," on May,20th. We served 

on the boat until we finished with the Bible School in various canneries. Of course 
we hauled the children to the Rainbow Glacier Camp also,making two trips. We enjoyed 
serving the Canneries during the Bible School. We made many visits among our people 
and had invited them to attend our Church services and the children's programs, We 
held services at all the Canneries we visited. We visited Chatham, Pelican and Hood 
Bay canneties. The people of Chatham and Hood Bay attended our services very well. 

At Pelican we found that there are afew people who are willing to attend our church 
xervices. We cannot blame the people of Pelivan, because they had not been served 

by our church. There is an Assembly of God Church there but it seems that the Pastor . 
and his wife are now very old and very much set on thier own ways about serving the 
people there. Even some of their own members told us that they are not too well like. 
I have no other recommendation except perhaps it would serve a very good purpose if 
our churchséent them our Literatupe and perhaps The Presbyterian Life, and may be our 
church can supply them with our Sunday School material, 


ANNUAL NARATIVE REPORT= Page 2. 


At Hoonah= 

We arrived at Hoonah to stay on August,I2th.I957.After we moved up to the Manse 
we busfed ourselves, We started to clean up the mgnse for it looked like it had 
been neglected for many yearse We cleaned every corner of the house and painted 
it, that is we painted the interior of the building. ie had to renew some of the 
plumbing. We found that the faucets were leaking. They are now in good working 
order. The church building needed cleaning so we got busy on it and cleaned it 
up from every corner. This may be an unusual sort of a report,but so it is. 


The membership of the Hoonah Community Presbyterian Church is not certain as of this 
writing.One source indicates that there were IOI members and the other showed that 
there were 84 members. Since our arrivel here we have received into the church on 
Confession of faith two members, The Session is going to revise the roll at the next 
meeting then we will know for sure just how many members we do have. 


ie have 65 sunday school children and six teachers. A total of 7I at this writing. 
We will gardually build up the SS enrollment. There is no reason why we should not 
have at least 90 on the SS roll, 


We now have three choirs, the Junior Choir,the Junior High Choir and the Adult Choir. 
We also have the Junior High Westminister Fellowship. We also have Junior game nights 
and Communicant's Class on Monday eveningse We are now working on other activities 
which we will put into effet soon, 


From now on we will be preparing for the Christmas program. I am sure fortunate in 
heaving my dear wife who can play for me for the services and for the choir.I do not 
know what I can do without her.. In my contact with various people I find some who 
will not use their talent unless you beg them to render it.eMy wife does it without 
any thought #6/ of time or self. 

We like the work heree As I said before only time will tell just what we will }. 

be able to do heree We find the people to be different from the people at our former 
field. One sad thing here is the practice of the old tribal customs. It is going on 
nowe We do feel it is a sad situation. Such a thing ought not to exist at this 
present time. It is a critical problem. I would not venture to deal with it openly. 
It is something that we will have to deal with very carefully. It is going to take 
time to remedy the evil. We do hope that it will die out. I remember how I spoke of 
it at the Conference at Sitka. This very thing seem to exist in the Northern part 
of Southeastern Alaska. I do not thfnk that it is practiced as much if any in the 
Southern part of Alaska. 


As for the members of our family, our girl Dolores is married end is now living at 
Seattle Wn. and our boy Arthur Jr. is attending hid last year in High school at the 
Sheldon Jackson Junior College. For the first time the boy earned his own money 
during the past summer. This means that we cannot count them as dependents. Of 
course this means that we will have to pay income tax this yeare How Sad. 


This is about all I could report from our new field as of this writing. We need your 
prayers. There is much to be done here for the cause of Christ. We trust not ourselves 
but Him. All things are possible with Him. 


Most sincerely yours, 


cc to: | Vite xo 


Brian Cleaworth 


fleece 


ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
Paul A. Moyer, Pastor 
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‘FORE IN ALASKA 


A slo edad 


Gudebures Alaska. 
ovember 14, 1957 


NOV 3 9 1957 


We were cordially welcomed into the Village of Hydaburg on July 17 of ve 


_this year, and made to feel completely at home in the manse and ‘Surroundings. 
We were feasantly surprised at the conveniences and equipment of both the 
Church and manse. In the first week of our arrial a Service of Introduction 
wes held for us and led by Rev. Brian Cleworth, Rev. Rolland Rossin, and Rev. 
Robert Van Nest. This kind of Service was a real help to us in getting 
acquainted with our new friends. 

Perhaps our best, first contact with the people ceme in terms of an 
immediete request to help in the rush season at the local cannery. I did 
help part time for almost two weeks, and learned many things about the 
folks here. t wes elso a worthwhile contact in lesrning to know individ ls 


ey 


Within the month efter our arrivel on the field we were headed to 
Sitka aboard the Gleener for the All-Alaska Conference. This was the best 
introduction we cou’d hsve hed for the Alaska work. On the trip aboerd 
the Gelener we soon met and lesrned to know well our near neighbors in the 
work. We also got to see the neighboring comiunities end our Churches 
serving them. This wes ell e bonus extra beyond the inspiretion of the 
Conference itself, Through the Conference we were introduced to many of the 
protlems snd chrllenges of the Aleckan work, «nd geined many new ineishits 
concerning how to tackle the locel situetions. We newcomers certainly must 
heve grined more from the Conference then ang other personnel. 

Upon our teturn to the field we began to buckle down for the work of 
the Fell. The Summer fishing sesson wes over; and we met mneny of the men folk 
for the first time. In these communities the reawakening of the Church in the 
Fall is an interesting proeess, and in meny ways, en exasperating one. The 
folks get so far removed from Church thinking through the Summer months, 
that it tekes a while to return agein. It was really not until after the teekch 
of) Fall fishing end 211 of the 'celebreating'! over the season's pay, that 
Church and Community life began to return to normalcy. But on the other 
hand these Fell weeks have been rewarding as we have begun to see some of 
the devotion and interest that many folks here do have in their Church. There 
to see the pert thet the Church plays in this particular community. 

The highlight of the Fall has been the Evangelistic Mission. The general 
response to these Services was good and sincere. I felt. a new spirit among 
the folks th-t I had not known before. I have felt a new show of interest 
end attention among individuals with whom I have been working. Meny 
opoortunities for telking about the Christian truth have opened up. 

j Some slight rustling of the still waters this Fall has been caused by 
provotion from the Pentecostel Group from Kluwak. Their immediate effort 
has been to pass a petition for names asking for Orel Roberts to come to 
Alaska. I made e very definite statement from the pulpit a couple of weeks 
ago, and have heerd nothing about it since. Whether such a statement 
squelched it or drove it under ground, I am not sure. We have yet to see 
whet further developments bring. 

Other activities of the Fsll have included the reawakening of the 
Missionery Society end the Mariner's Club. Both of these, I have discovered 
need careful guidence in their work. I have also been promoting a Junior 
Group through ovr Sunday School, with e week night recreation club. I am 
hoping to weld this group into a Junior Fellowship. There has been a very 
zood response, with elmost all of the Juniors in tow attending. 

Now we are in the midst of our Every Member Convass activities. Time 
will tell the results. It hes been e good four months, We sre looking forward 


to the work esherd. 
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A year ago this month (November) we arrived for our first time 


to the territory of Alaska and Kake. Coming down from Juneau on 

the "Princeton Hall" with Rev. Brian Cleworth, Don Schwab, and 

Isabel Miller along with Dick Nelson and Dan Kluklen, a service of 
installation was held, followed by a welcoming Pot-luck dinner in 
which we all were very well received by the people here in Kake. 

We were presented with a real challenge to do a work for God and 

the building of His Kingdom. Well, the Princeton Hall left and 

with it the only people we knew in Alaska and we soon found ourselves 
almost alone in entirely new surroundings; then we knew that we 

were not alone, for had not Christ said, "And lo I am with you 
always." Then again we realized we weren't quite alone for everyonce 
in a while we would see a face peeking in the window to see what we 
were doing and what we were like. With this beginning we started off 
a year that we now try to sum up here in this report. 


The first service here in the Church that we held was a baptismal 
Service sinee it had been some time since an ordained minister has 
visited Kake. A number were on hand which encouraged us greatly. 

The evening service was a real encouragement for almost the entire 
village turned out to see what the new minister was like. With 

this beginning our year was first of all taken up with getting ac-— 
quainted with all the people. “his seemed like an almost impossible 
job at first, for everyone seemed to look alike and some of the 
names--- Wow! Our first step was to go from house to house and visit 
each one, introduce ourselves and leave with a short word of prayer. 
This we have tried to continue throughout the year, but which had to 
be interrupted somewhat during the summer months because of camp 
life, fishing, etc., but now with the return of everyone to the 
village we have resumed the program and find it very effective in 
learning to not only know a persons name, but also to know more of 
his or her specific needs. Well, the almost impssible job of knowing 
the people has been accomplished for now we know every ones first 
and last name, where they live, etc. right down to the children. 


It wasn't too hard either, 


ae 


Our next concern was to meet with the Church officers, get i) 
to know them, work with them, and plan a definite program for the 
need 


Church. This was a disappointment. First of all we found that. 
ee eee ee’ 


while there were many officers on the books, there were few 
officers in practice. Of the eight elders, three were drmnkards/ 
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Of the eight deacons, none were operating and held no responsibility 


at all. There lives were not consistent with even a Christians. 


ed 5 
Three were trustees but none of them have ever been to Church. 


Tittle has been done to correct this situation since we felt it 
best to wait until we really got to know the people and had a 
chance to deal with them before we gave the impression that we were 
going to just walk in and do as we felt like. Now, we feel with 
the co operation of the real men of the Church this will be 
changed in the coming election. Not all was a disappointment, 
however, Since we were able to meet with the officers that were 

in good Christian standing and were interested in the program to 
plot our course for the year. We had to know what we would do 
towards benevolence, pastors support, Church repair. We came up 
with the following: In 1956, the Church had given $28.00 towards 
benevolence, we pledged $50.00 and if the next two months prove 
equal to the first ten, we will give $60.00 or double the pre- 
vious yeare Towards Pastors support we were asked by the Board 

to give $400.00. We voted to do this. In the year 1956, the 
Church only gave ¥29200- This year we have already sent in 
$470.00 towards our $400.00 and will send in our monthly quota 
acain this month so that we will pay in a total of $405.00 or 

17 times more than the previous year. Next in line came Church 
repair. This was a real problem. Almost every window was out 

of the Church when we came, the ceiling was down in places, the 
paint was worn, only a red curtain divided the Church and Fellow- 
ship Hall, and the Hall was a general mess. We decided as officers 
and Pastor to replace the windows immediately, and work out the 
rest as we could. Now with the end of one year we are happy} to 
report that we have all the windows in place, a removable partition 
between the Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall, an all new lighting 
system in the sanctuary, an oil stove to replace the old wood 
burning drum, repair of the bell tower and roofi, replaced the 
celotex in the Church and Hall and repainted the entire Church 
interior as well as the Hall. Venitian Blinds were ordereé and 
placed on the Church windows, water was piped into the Church and 


—— 
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a new cahinet sink and gas stove purehased and installed in the 


-kitchen of the Hall, the Hall interior has been repainted, all 


furniture was revarnished; so that now the building lods quite 

well on the imterior. We still have alot to do, but already 

plans are underway for the coming year to get this work accomplish- 
ede In addition to this Church repair there was some damage to 

the Church when the Manse burned. This too, was completed, this 
Spring and summer, 

Now inaddition to Church repair, the report would not be com- 
plete without some mention of the manse. The manse burned in 
Januarye We were how faced with the problem of a place to live. 
The men of the Church fixed us a small place to live where we are 
currently staying until the new building is completed. We expect 
the new manse to be completed within one month. In measure, at 
least, we feel that the first year, building wise, we have 
accomplished much. Our tenetive plans for the coming year is 
to finish the siding on the North end of the Hall, skirt in the 
entire Church building and paint the trim on the Church exterior 
and if funds permist put in a furmace. 


Spirktually, e year began with success. We were well re- 


ceived where we visited, the Church services were well attended 
(many said better than in many years) and a number of people 
rededicated their lives to Christ. This continued for over 

six months until the fishing season started: then came the 
heart break. We got our first taste of the village summer. 

The drinking started and people that seemed to be the best 
Christians fell by the wayside. We counseled with them, talked, 
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prayed, etc, but most of the time to little or no avail. Church 
attendance fell off and people were in general ashamed to meet 

the minister, e +hank God, not all was lost,however, since all 

during these summer months of temptation a group stayed with the 
Church and their Christ. The last 6 weeks has seen another 

change again with many of the people coming back to Church and 

many confessing their faith anew in Christ. This gives us reason 

to accept a term heard much here in the village of "Winter Christian." 
We are thankful for all who are coming back and our last Sunday 
nights attendance was excellent with a real good spirit all a- 


wh 


round. 


The spiritual program here has been carried on in several 
eee eal 


ways. One already mentioned has been the visitation program. 
eo 


Another has been the printing each week of a news sheet containing 


a short sermon, Church news, Kake news, Village news, World 
news, and other events of interest; also included is the David 
Cook Sunday comics of Bible Sorites. Distribution of individual 
Bible books is another method that we have just instigated. We 
firmly believe that as we continue to hold forth this type of 
witness that God will honor his word and many will find their 
faith in the Christ. 


Still another phase of Church activity was the starting of a 
weekly prayer service. When we arrived there was no prayer service 
and had been none for several years. This has been started and 
now is attended by from 6-20, but with a prayer group going, 
there is a new force on our fighting front. 

The local Salvation Army has had complete control of the 
youth here. We have in the past year tried to whip into shape 
Some youth program and have in measure succeeded. We currently 
have two groups meeting: The Juniors (4th and 5th graders) and 
the Youth Fellowship(6th,7th,and 8th graders) (There are no 

ee 
High School students here) Several factors have helped us here. 
One of the best was my helping here in the local school and getting 
to know the kids and them getting to know me. Another was the 
weakness of the past Army officer. He is currently being replaced 
and the new man expected any day now. Another help was the fixing 
up of the hall for recreation with games, ping pong table, and 


other activities. There is no real measure of knowing our accomplish- 


ments here since the kids of both our Church families and the 
Salvation Army go to the activities of both Churches. We are 
continuing to work with the youth and the attendance at both of 
the Youth services consisting of Hymn singing, Bible Study, and 
recreatiOn is consistently better than ever. We feel that we 


have made a step forward here. 


The Church Mission recently held was a good service to the 
Church. A N B activity centered around the coming Convention 
to be held here in Kake and a"Potlatch" hindered the meetings 
and kept many people away, Dut seed was planted in the villane 


* 
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through both visitation and the Church services that I am sure 
: ‘ I cE el ‘ 
will bring forth a rich harvest,. 


The report would not be complete without listing some con- 
clusi ed. Some of them are: 

‘Tribal relationship and custum hold a very potent power over 
the people. This accounts for many of the people drinking. They 
can't refuse certain relatives. The Potlatch, practiced in a 
modified form still holds first place in the peoples lives. They 
owe it to the tribe and they cannot refuse to attend. Nothing 
suffices as an excuse. That must and is first. The people are 
easily led and any one new is a temptation to the people to 
follow. ‘The people for the most part are good hearted and help 
each other in time of distress. When the manse was destroyed by 
LEN ELT RES Tallied to our cause and in a day or two more 
than supplied our needs until more help got here. They are the 
same with everyone who is in such a need. The people are essentially 
campers yee They like to leave the village and.camp out as much 
as possible and do so even if it is just for Sat. or Sunday. 
Actually we find the people easy to get along with, and as a 
part of the community have been accepted. | Locally, I have been 
elected as the A NU p chaplain, serve as chairman of the Lecture 
committee with he power to call a joint ‘meeting and speak to 
‘them at any time on any subject, and serve on several other 
committees as well. 

This about completes the report with the exception of saying 
that it has been a privelege to work here the past year and in 
spite of some difficulty with the language barrier, cramped living 
quarters,ete have enjoyed making known to these people the good 
news of Salvation. There have been several professions of faith 
‘that have proven themselves, many baptisms, and a good spirit in 
general; for which we thank God. 


ec Brian Cleworth 
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KLUKWAN, ALASKA. uy 29 1957 
eee 
ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT OF THE FIELD WORK OF ELMER E, PARKEK. 


The first five months of 1957 I worked in Fairbanks with the Eskimo Church. 
During January and February the work of the Hospitelit House took mich of 
my time. Getting e lease on the American Legion Hall that was suitable to 
both sides was not too easy. They wanted to se#l and give up the place. 
We wanted to buy, but had no assurance of financial backing and could not 
bouy. But we did g°et an option on the place by paying a year rent. 


After the lease was signad, we went to work remodeling the place, Working 
afternoons and nights with several men of the First Church we were able to 
have the place in good condition to begin work with the Eskimo and Indian 
girls who were trying to get work in the City, but were not trained for it. 


The remodeling was all accomplished for about a third of what the expected 
cost would be. 3 
Seren ny te EY 


Many of the people and differefit organizations were very helpful in gettir 
the necessary furniture and all other f urnishings to get the home opened. 


The Hospitality House is dixzekty under the direction of the Session of tke 
First Church, : 


The House was all furnished and ready the first part of March, We started 
with f our girls, but it was not long until there were several more. 


A number of gitks have been placed in homes where the Mistress is sympathetic 


with the Natives and they sre making good house-keepers. Some are trained 
to do Baby-sitting end some house cleaning. These ¢ irls have been to the 
Government school at Mt. Edgecumbe end our Sheldon Jackson dr. College. 
But have not completed their High School yet. They want to work during the 
summer or for longer periods and get money for more schooling. We believe 
this work will be of g reat help to the Native girls who want a higher 
stand ard of living . 


During the winter and spring we had some nice Native weddings. They like 
to have a wedding in the church. All of our Native services were well 
attended during the winter and spring. One of the Hilights is the HOME 
BUILDERS Club. They meet at the Hospitality House now and make things for 
their homes and for others who need bedding and clothes, There is a Worship 
period and a refreshment time at each meeting. Much of the talk is about 


better homes and c are of children, eA cruaicmameninr Oi it Rae 
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LASTS 


VY the test of JMayo_I left Fairbanks for piuiies Mission Station, I had not 
visite jan before and had no id ea or ¥ was ahead on me. 


| 
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There were very few people in the village as most of them had gone to the 
cannery villagee to get ready for the fishing season. With in two weeks 
af ter I arrived there were nine old folks and 12 children and myself 
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‘left in the villege. We held forth all summer. 1 went to the cannery but 


the men were out” om’their boats and the women were working in the cannery, 
so I did not get to meet the people of Klukwan until after Oct. 15th. 


Since coming here I have cond ucted services every Sunday morning and ever 
ing and the mid-week prayer meetings. We have had only one funeral, 

There are a few old people here who are real saints, but most of the young 
er folks have never met the Lord, and they do not ssem to want to meet Him. 
They will not come to services. Really, this is the hardest place I have 


t 


Roland 8, Rossen, Jr 
Bex 231 
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1. The Community. — 


The village is either on the verge er in the midst ef an economic, meral and spiritual 
crisis as the final vestiges ef the "old way" are falling off in increasing tempe. We 
have enly a few pieneers left~-the eriginal band who immigrated te this island in 1887— 
and they have enly limited influence, A new cultural adjustment is in the making; just 
what it will be is hard te predict. Many ef eur people have lest their identities—i.e.— 
they don't think ef themselves as Indians in the old way, yet neither are they white er 
anything else. This is seen strikingly in the attitudes ef seme ef the leaders ef the 
village, whe seem te held their ewn people in scorn and have a very lew regard for what 
they can de. ‘artly this is the eld snobbery of the ruling classes; but partly it is 
due te a realization that many of the lecal citizens are backward, ignorant, dirty, and 
centent te live on a very lew level. The white man's business philesephy is seeping in 
in mere rapid fashion and is feflected in the desire for material poeasessions, autemebiles, 

) expensive clethes, etc, We have true laisez faire here-—each man for himself and let 
semeene else worry about the community, the school, the church, There is not a single 
community-wide organization ef a benevolent nature; there is a PIA which struggles aleng 

) and usually ends up as a money raising greup. We have tried scouts, 4-H, American Legion;— 

/ ANB, and all have se far been unable te arouse any sincere interest among more than @ 

/ tiny handful whe seen beeome discouraged, 

This is all due, I believe, to the lack of real community spirit beyond a lip service 

/ sort of leyalty. Paternalism, lack ef private enterprise, stifling gevernment regulations, 

| have all contributed te this lethargy on the part of the people. Young couples who have 
lived elsewhere are usually dissatisfied but they feel they have no right te start a re- 
form movement. We might say that they are marking time new and it is my feeling that 

$ Metlakatla is teetering and can ge one of two ways: collapse and disintegration and gradu- 

/ al dispersion to larger areas, or definite commital to a néw life with new laws, new 

/ economy, new community spirit. The second is certainly the best choice and is a real 

/ possibility. Some ef our young men are vaguely aware of this: what they need is a good 

local leader who will speak up and crystallize their feelings. I was happy te see so 
many young men running for office on the city council, and two were successful; alse we 
have a new mayor (whe is clerk of our session) which may bring some needed changes, It 

will take time, however, as most of the men in power still think pretty much in terms of 

/ a “fhshing boat economy" and since almost all of them are personally involved in fishing 

| to a great degree it is hard few them to think otherwise. However, the economic facts ef 
life will finally ferce them to look elsewhere if the community is to survive, 

( Morally, the village is on a par with other Alaskan communities of its type. Law 

) enforcement is difficult and we still have no magistrate as no one will take the job. 

\ Drinking is increasingly a more serious problem which I note in pastoral work; however, 

we have very few crimes of a violent sort, although pilfering is common, People need 

/ to develop a respect for law based on sincere conviction (back to community spirit again) 

) rather then fear or external authority. 

This is all reflected in that basic human institution, eee which is undergoing 

/ great strain, Parents find it hard to discipline their children and many have just 

4 given up. Other parents are afraid fer the future, and many are anxious to send their 

| children away to school. ‘Thus one young father wants his daughter to go to the 9th grade 
Somewhere else even though we expect to have a brand new high school next year, His 
reason is: "The kids in this town are too crazy"i.e., too wild, However, if he and others 
will pool their energies to work for a better town, his daughter will not feel that way 
about the town when she has children in school, 
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tI The Church, 
A. Its Strength. The church's Strength lies in the following factors 
1. It is still the center of many activities for the people, Some members are at the 
church several nights each week; thus we do have an opportunity to reach people. 
Also, this means the church is meeting real needs for people to be together in 


fel owship STOUDS. 
The leaders and members of this church are loyal to their own Church and to ne 


other. This is due in part to the unfortunate division between the two churches 
in the village but also reflects a deep pride in being Presbyterians and a sense 
of identification with the larger Church. Sep rN CoH 

3. Local leaders are willing to try new programs, to go aleng with change, although 

“they never initiate it themselves. This is especially true of any program that 
is part of the Presbyterian Church's overall program, 

4, There is a growing acceptance of stewardship repponsibilities even in the face of 
economic hard times. The amount of money given outright by the members has been 
steadily increasing; also more families are taking part each year. 

5. There is a real spiritual depth among some of our people, especially some of the 
women, and they are undergirding the whole church with their prayers. 


B. Its Weaknesses 
1. Disintegration of community and family life has led to gross unreliability in all 
aspects of church program. "Here today, gone tomorrow" is often the case as 
key leaders move back and forth. We have seme 90 nen-resident members, or about 
1/4 of our total constituency. 


2. There is a lack of spiritual depth among some of theruling elders who look on 
their eldership more as an occasion of honor and power than as an opportunity 
te advance the kingdom. 

3. There is too much socializing, too little prayer and Bible study. In ether words, 
people support the social events but not the other. We could doubtless increase 
our church attendance by serving coffee every Sunday night. The question is: is 
this reallymg winning people to Christ or merely making for big attendance based 
of the candy-pill approach? 

4, Leaders show little initiative; they do not lead even when they know how. It is 
almost impossible to get the elder chairman to call a committee meeting. 4lso, 
they seem to expect the minister to make all the suggestions and take the lead 
in all matters. 

5. There is as yet no reliable plan of organization or administration for the church, 
Advance planning is difficult as local life is too unpredictable . 


C. The 1957 ?rogram. | 

Church attendance has fallen off slightly due to so many moving away; the Sunday School 
went way down but is noW revitalized as our session copmittee is beginning to work; 
the youth group had its best year ever as far as attendance is concerned, with more 
meetings during the summer than in previous years; our women are struggling over the 
matter of circles now and we trust they will come about soon; the choir is smaller, 
and to my way of thinking this is good as it is closer to propostion to the total 
congregation and not quite so proud; our prayer meeting is just about finisheé in 
its old pattern (i.e. for older people, in the native tongue) and we will have to 
establish it along other lines; our building is in good shape and our men have shown 
excellent willingness to work to keep it in repair. We have still had no success 
in starting a young adult group; however, the presence of a high school will help 
here in that young people will not be leaving home for 4 years and thus drifting 
away from their church ties. One of our tasks in 1958 will be to develop a good 


high school age youth group. 
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1957 has been our first full year of service at the United Protestant *hurch 
and it has been a full year of rewarding 6xperiences, We have come to a greater 
knowledge and appreciation of the people and problems of both church and community. 
After three years of service in a more isolated community, the diversity and size 


of the area served by the United Protestant Church is both an enjoyment and challenge. 


The church picture, on the whole, follows the trend of the community growth which 


is not rapid or unusual but Slow and steady, Both church attendance and finances 
reflect this, Annual income has increased steadily for the past six years and has 
Continued to do so, Dual services were again required for “aster Sunday and the 


sanctuary has been crowded to capacity on a number of other Sundays through the year. 


Folding chairs are used most Yundays and new pews will be added in the limited space 
available when finances allow, 


The Sunday School trend is not quite as apparent or predictable, The average 
yearly attendance has fluctuated up and down between 1951 and 1956 with some overall 


rise, The high enrolment was a period of months in 1954 but declined sharply following 


the polio outbreak of that year, This Rally Day and the following Sundays indicated 


a sharp increase again, only to offset again by a severe "flu" epidemic from which 
attendance has now recovered, 


The potential indicated by the attendance of those “undays, however, coupled 
Witk church and community growth, have forced us to think of the adequacy of our 
facilities, A committee to study this situation was appointed in late 1957 and 
there is the general feeling among the Yhurch Council that we need to keep step _ 
with the conditions today and for what is likely in the future, : Re ee 

Sane improvements were made in the chure h properties during the year, the 
most important being the raising of the manse to prevent the bottom logs from fur- 
ther rotting in the ground, It was thought that the bottom logs might have to be 
replaced which would have added considerably to the expense, but examination after 
raising the manse showed the middle and interior of the logs to be solid, Next 
summer the exterior will be adzed off and log slabbing used to match the other logs, 
Other work included the addition of an electric stove and a service of twelve in 
plastic dishes in the manse, new draperies and table in the 5, 5, Primary roan, 
overhaul of church and manse oil burners, addition of pew card holders in the sanc. 
tuary, and an outdoor light placed by the church walk near the street, 


Among significant experiences of the 1957 year was the Preaching Mission, 
Coinciding with a severe outbreak of "flu", attendance was noticeably affected, 
The warm personality and messages of “arold Van 4ee of Elko, “evada, was a blessing 
to all who could attend, ‘the Mariners Group, for young married couples, was also 
re-activated and had a good attendance during the preaching mission with twenty 
Couplés répresented on a special night set aside for them, “ince there is no 
other community g roup that is for couples as such, it is felt that this is an 
important part of the church's program despite the fact that in an over-organized 
community each new organization has to fight for i$s place, The Mariner program 
will aim to make the Christian faith and life more meaningful to those who are 
concerned with marriage and parenthood, 
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boner organizations of the church have continued an active ministry, The Women's 
Association has introduced noon luncheons, informal and pot-lack, to include women 

of the church who work and who cannot attend the afternoon meetings but who might en- 
Joy the fellowship and inspiration of the group, It also completed its sewing assign- 
ment and sponsoreé a Church Family Night with their Opportunity Giving as theme, A 
number of members attended Spring Presbytery in Anchorage, 


The Wes tninster Fellowship groups of the church continued an active program. 
Although sponsorship for the Jr. High group varied from time to time, thé TAttér part 
of 1957 saw stable leadership for both groups. Many of the young people attended 
summer camp at King s Lake,. We had our own weekend retreat in March and will have 
same participate in the Yukon Presbytery weekend winter conferences at Thanksgiving 
for Jr, “ighs, and New tear s for Sr, Highs, Our group has mixed wit the Anchorage 
WF'ers on several occasions? inviting them here on one occasion, Over 40 heard Dr, 
Louis Evans speak at a youth rally in Anchorage and partittpated in a lively discus 
Sion after the meeting on the theme "Evangelism and Youth", In 1957 we also intro. 
duced what we hope will become annual affairs for WF; a Father and Son banquet at 


which the mothers and daughters did the work and a Mother and Daughter banquet at 
which the fathers and sons served, 


Ona of the strides forward in the youth program for the year was the decision _ 
in October to adopt the Youth Budget for 1958, A council of young people helped 
fuxutx formulate a budget of $1880 for the coming year, 


In an effort to make morg welcome the many summer visitors to our church, we 
adopted a system of colored "Out-ofstown Visitor" pew cards, These are placed in 
the offering plate and acknowledge from the pulpit with hame town and chureh, Ne xt 


summer we plan to follow these visitors home with a card expressing our pleasure at 
their visit with us] 


Two considerations faced the church toward the end of 1957. One concerned the 
growing feeling among the Chuch Council members that full Presbyterian government 
should be adopted to overcome the difficulties experienced under the present system, 
Following a meeting with Dr, Jackman in the Fall of 1956, a detailed information 
report and questionaire was circulated, With the majority of members favoring such 
a move, it will be introduced at the annual meeting in January of 1958 for discussion 
and possible congregational action, The other consideration was the amount of 
self-support to assume, The Church Council was unanimous in its recommendation that 
the congregation jr the entire amount of the new National Missions scale for the 
minister's salary. Ihis will involve an addition of over $1000, leaving only the 
yearly cr expense for the following year before self-support is realized, 


One major development was the relationship of the Board of National Missions _ 
to the Valley Presbyterian Hospital. Because of the hospitall membership's final 
decision to accépt the proceeds of a pending raffle sponsored by liquor dealers 

which never Taterialized) the BNM was compelled to give notice of thé temninats 
OP gan wr ie per} oe re . Se gate u ? : Fg ROD IE 
of its relationship, Effective in March of 1958, it is not clear how this will _ 
Srreee iy -Ststus ae hospital board member and chaplain, "ee 


In addition to pastoral responsibilities through the church and Ministerial 
Association, the year has given me bpportunity for community responsibility and 
better acquaintance with community personnel and programming . I have served as 
chairman of the Kiwanis Committee on Support of “hurches, on the PT&-School Board 
liaison committee, Community College Survey committee, King's “ake Camp board, 
board memoer and chaplain of the hospital, and baccalmreate speaker for the high school, 


ae 
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Next Spring we look forward to entertaining Presbytery and the Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, We face 1958 also with a study on church facilities 
underway, with several church igjprovements in mind and with the desire to stress, 
more than ever, ours as a family church, Our major concern is not with a program 
but with people, There are ingitiduals and families inside and outside the church 
who need the companionship of Vhrist, a closer walk with God, and the fellowship 
of Christians. Our program will therefore be not an end in itself but a means to 


this end as we seek to honor our Saviour and Lord through this portion of His 
Kingdom which the United Protestant Church represents, 


Bertram H, Rutan 
Minister 
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Petersburg, Alaska 


This year has seen a lot of construction and building projects 
take place in Petersburg, The main project was the streets and sewers 
project financed by the Federal Government and local matching funds. 
New water mains were put in throughout the whole town and a filter 
system with chlorinator were included. Now for the first time in 
years, we do not have to boil our drinking water. Sewers were also 
put in where there were none and all of the remaining board streets 
were replaced with dirt fill. Some of us mourn the loss of the board 
streets which were always dray and yet not dusty, but the new streets 
are wide and even and will become more solid in time. 


The hydro-electric dam was completed, and we should have plenty 
of trouble-free power for almost a million dollars which the town 
secured through a local bond issue. 


The filled area along the waterfront, resulting from the harbor 
dredging last winter, is being divided up and sold to the adjoining 
property owners for about 30¢ a square foot. This space will give a 
lot more room to the business section of town and should improve the 
general appearance of the waterfront area, 

‘ 


The town of Petersburg is putting in a rock crusher in hope of 


surfacing the streets and selling sand and gravel to future contractors 


for cement work. On the last election the people voted to build a 
new municipal building to house the city office, council chambers, 
library, public health nurse, city equipment, and fire fighting equip- 
ment. 


Three of the stores remodiled, giving the town a better appearance 
and work to some of the local men, ee re te 


Next year our present road is to be extended 6 to 8 miles to come 
out on theWrangell sidé of this island. The Chamber of Commer¢ce 
continues to push for a road up the Stikine River connecting to the 
"At route into the States. However, the Southeastern Alaska ferry 
system looks like it will become a reality first. 


The above mentioned construction is holding the economy of the 
town together while the fishing industry continues to_go down hill. 
This year the halibut season was far less productive than last year, 
and the salmon season came very chose to being the lowest yet. 


Population remains just about the same. We have seen many people 
leave town - even some of the old time and younger Norwegian people 
who are involved in fishing. Many of the houses in town are for sale, 
but are not selling. However, when some leave there always seems to 
be some others coming in to take their place. The newcomers usually 
come to our church or the Episcopal church because they are not of 
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( Norwegian background, Eventually, I think the town will become more 


mixed in the nationel background of the population which will be a 
healthy thing for our church. 


a Everything that happens to the town affects the chure 
: fe) Of course, th 


ns h_one way. 
or another. e trenseient population affects our Sunday 
School teachers. I have three hold-overs from last year and four 


new ones. The children keep coming, and we are using the building to 
Capacity now with one class meeting in the manse and the adult class 
if meeting in the evening to save time and space. Noreal drive has been 
At but on to get more children as we have no more room for them. 
The program and organization of the church is being | 
all the time but ever so slowly. More people are responding now and 
sharing in the responsibility, giving us more time. There is just so 
much time in each day, and we will be limited in what we can do until 
the people take more of the responsibility. 


The people are showing definite signs of spiritual growth through 
prayer and Bible Study. We have noticed that moré people are anxious 
for Bible Study and are freely entering into discussions in the adult 
Class, officers meetings, and women's meetings. The heart and core 
of the church is beginning to take shape. 


Yet, there are some who seem to be falling away and losing their 
faith. The Native person is finding it hard to face the decline in the 


fishing industry. Drink and old customs often seem to be the only way 
out. 


To me, the high point of our church work has been through personal 
contact with people. People have many needs - spiritual, family, 
financial, personality and mental-emotional. As we recognize these 
needs and work through them with the people, then they see that living 


with Christ each day can be so much better than trying to go-it alone. 


HL I think our greatest work has been and will be through pastoring th 
people. , 
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Ronald B. Snelling 


